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animals as poffible, in preference to thofe of the fhort 
haired kinds ? and is it not an object of great national 
concern to obtain as many varieties of thefe wool-bearing 
animals as can be got, in order to make accurate trials of 
their refpective qualities, to afcertain in what refpedts 
they would prove beneficial or hurtful ? We fee by ex- 
perience that the natives of Madagafcar have reared no 
other fheep but the naked breed till this hour ; and pro- 
bably they believe either that there are no wool-bearing 
animals of that kind exifting, or that they Would not 
live in their country. We in Britain have never //'// now 
believed it was poffible to have a wool-bearing goat ; and 
even while I write fupported by fuch fads, where is the 
man who would not laugh at me as a vifionary, were 
I to talk of rearing wool-bearing cattle in place of the 
naked breeds we have hithexto propagated ? 



N°. XVII. 

Later Communication by the Author on this Subject, with a 
Sample taken from the Fleece of a Sheep brought from 
Jamaica to England. 

THIS fheep forms a diftinft variety altogether 
different from any other I have ever feen. The 
hair is a fubftance fui generis, and is as different from 
the kemps, or ftitchet hair of Europe, as from the 
long tough hair of the Ruffian and other hairy breeds. 
The wool too is as different from other fheep 's wool 
as the hair; it is finer than any other, not excepting 
the Shetland breed ; though I would fufpecT: it is fcarcely 
fo foft. This affords the moft convincing proof that ever 
was given of the prevalence of breed above climate, and 
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the abfurdity of thofe opinions we have all heard re- 
peated thousands of times, of wool being converted into 
hair in the Weft Indies. 

From a comparifon of this with other facts I am per- 
fectly fatisfied that the varieties of this clafs of animals, 
poffefling very diflinct qualities infeparably connected 
with breed, are much greater, and infinitely more diver- 
fified than has hitherto been fufpected. The foftne/s of 
the Shetland wool is a peculiarity infeparable from it, 
infomuch that in the coarje/i kinds of {lockings made of 
this wool, which I have bought as low as four pence a 
pair, of a fufficient fize for the largeft man, I could un- 
dertake to diftinguiih them at the firft by the feel, for 
their fuperior foftnefs even above the fineft Spanifli wool. 



n°. xvnr. 

An eafy and accurate Method of adjufting the Glaffes of 
Hadleys Quadrant , on Land for the Back-Obfervation, by 
Robert Patterson,/)/ a Letter to Dr. David Rit- 
TENHOUSE, Prefident of the Society, 

April 1 8 th, 1794. 

Sir, 

Read April * I 'HERE are few if any inftruments of 
18. 1794- J_ modern invention, of more extenfive ufe 
in the meafuring of angles, than that invented by our 
countryman, Mr. Godfry, but which has unjuftly got 
the name of Hadley's quadrant. 

I have however often regretted, that for want of fome 
eafy and accurate method of adjufting the glaffes for the 
back-obfervation, practicable on land, and applicable to 
the comman oftant, this inftrument was ftill fo much 
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